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            Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ мфср {ƘŜƭōȅ DΦ¢Φ орл w ǎŀǘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ CƻǊŘΩǎ ά¢ǊŀŎƪ ¢ƻǳǊέ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ aǳǎπ

ǘŀƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƴŀƳŜΦ WƛƳ hǿŜƴǎΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿŀǎ 

clearly trying to deliver a not-so-subtle clue that, while the cars share a title, they also share more than a little DNA. In fact, the 

new GT350 and its slightly harder-core stablemate, the GT350R, were designed with the same thing in mind: To give buyers a track-

ready Mustang whose capabilities will surprise far more prestigious (and expensive) automobiles. 

 ¢ƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ CƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ aǳǎǘŀƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜ Ƙƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƻƴπ

ǎǳƳŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ CƻǊŘΩǎ ōǊŀǎǎΣ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ά¢ƻǘŀƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜέ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ ¢ƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭl more cars, 

Ford executives asked Carroll Shelby for help in creating a track-ready Mustang that could be raced on the weekend but still driven 

to work from Monday through Friday. The end result was the G.T. 350 and its SCCA-legal equivalent, the G.T. 350 Competition, 

later called the G.T. 350 R. 

 The original G.T.350 featured a Shelby-tuned 289 V-8 that produced 306 horsepower in street trim, up from 271hp in 
stock form. The car also received a stiffer suspension, a Detroit Locker rear differential and a side exit exhaust, while it lost its rear 
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seat in the name of SCCA compliance. The removal of the seat also made the fitment of over-riding rear traction bars easier, while 
shedding a few pounds of performance-robbing weight. For better balance, the battery was moved to the trunk, and G.T. 350 mod-
els received larger rear drum brakes and Kelsey-Hayes disc brakes up front. 
 Enter the 2016 Ford Shelby GT350, based upon the sixth-generation Mustang introduced by Ford in 2015. Like the original, 
this version features enhanced output, courtesy of a 5.2-liter flat-plane crankshaft engine that Ford engineers dubbed the 
ά±ƻƻŘƻƻέ ±-8, partially for its ability to exceed output expectations during testing. On paper, the engine makes 526 horsepower 
and 429 pound-feet of torque, all without the help of forced induction. More remarkable, especially for a Mustang, is that peak 
horsepower comes at 7,500 RPM, on the way to a redline of 8,200 RPM. Peak torque comes at 4,750 RPM, but throughout the en-
ƎƛƴŜΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƻŘƻƻ ±-у ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ aǳǎǘŀƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ±ƻƻŘƻƻ ±-8 (not avail-
ŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊƳύ ƛǎ ōƛƎ ƴŜǿǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ D¢орл ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
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